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It • t.hl &I'OWl\ll PNhll a lton l1 t\ nUlIlll 00 ullOlbor ali ce o r the bun tinl 
..-0,,011', Robert un '" .. the llIun to make tho dea l Ilnd he wcmt about it 
J. calu' and bu 11168 wuy, ancl it tho 111<1 1unll would not give the rjgh~ 
ol-w or Boll t ho IRll(I, Ih ~tr righ ts wero r(l8 Il8(, led, nud TeUU6tllSOe 1111 8 8. 

.... 'prl.lnC1y elc.a n .'(wortl lUi 10 fU.i i:t. ll1 g Innd buloll King to l ndians, 

CHAPTER VIII 

lnc:ilif't&.'" 00llC'Crtli1l (J General Averel l. N at'ut'al H 'i. t or'V Note., 

The Droop M ounta i n ba ttl e has b" ought some recollections or incidents. 
Averell said thllt the re wus a toep l guide to show the way around to 

take the Confederates In the rear, nnd tha t Col. M_oore found blm Ull trust,.. 
worthY and that. he traveled by Lbe sound of cannon and the dlrecLion 
that the fl yi ng picket8 look when they were di slodged by the advancing 
troo ps. In tbe last weel, [ have heard three men mentioned as to the 
Identity of thi s guide, It wlll probably never be seUled fo r it was a 
matter that would be k ept dark for the fi rst years an yway, on account of 
the djvtsion in the sentiments of the people. 

Averell camped the night before the battle along the road between Mill 
Point and Hillsboro, in the Helds now owned by M. J , McNeel and the 
captain Edgar estate, In plain view of his camp was the la rge briCK 
boUse the home of Col. Paul McNeel, tbe member fo r Poca h ontas count)' 
In the convention at Richmond that decla red ror secession. Col. l\'Ic· 
Neel was a leader in the county at the time. 

That particular day in the fall of 1863. as the two a r mies fnced each 
othe r all the men folks jn the Levels were hiding out to escape being 
taken prisoner, and there were no otbers a t the ma.nsion except women, 
cbtJdreo and slaves. Then Averell did a very graceful th ing UUlt causes 
blm to be remembered by that famil y with gratitude , H e sent th ree young 
gentlemen, officers In his army. and they appeared a t the h ouse, and said 
that they bad been sent by Gen, Averell , and U16 t they were to any that. 
be bad beard that it was the home of an elder in the Presbyterian churcb . 
aud that be wanted them to know, that he. Ave rell was a lso an elder in 
the Presbyte rian church nnd that tbey should be under n o apprehension 
of any barm coming to them. Tho officer added that they were to stay 
wJtb them to guard the bouse, and they were guests until the next morn­
fill' wilen they moved Jnlo battle, 

J. C. Wiler, a Confederate veteran still living in this county. was 
,N.mt It Droop Mountain, and be says that when the break came thu.t 
1M wltll otber 10141e,. burled a brase cannon In the woods aud that h in­
..... lOIIIe day to go there and see ir be cannot locate It and (lig it up, 

.. 1M !IeI1.., ... that be wl1\ be able to Ond It. 
....... A. II. IIcLau,blln wal In that battle and be was retiring In 

_ ..... lIIrcnllh tho wood. alone when be camo au a Union soldier who 
II' ... --..s aJld wbo was tryIng to Bboot him, The soldier was In 
• JlllltIoD wIth ble beck aga.!nBt a log bnt when. ver he would 

.... Ie aIm the wel,ht of tbe gun would cnus. him to fall tOl" 



WhlHT VIlIOINI AN'I' IIOI.oOY 

" rtl o.n,l th~ g un ('Olnll 10 th g rOund . WIUH'6UPUII th e Bhldl f'f would .... 
' he 1' 1It~ 10 push himsel f buck in H. il llllng jlos itlon , lltlem,JL to rah" .. the 
l'1ft~ a nd tall rorwarli again. Th o I'oll'pollng Couredel'ate .etzed Ihe rUt. 
al\~l dlsal'med his tHhel'8UI'Y and tooi< th e gun nnd bent It around a lap. 
Hng 8mt w ent on, And urtOI' th is 8l0l'Y had becom e a household cla.15ft 
tor some Years, M I'. 1CI ./Rughlin on his WllY iJa('k f l'om Lewishurg searched 
the pia('e and round Ihe g Ull And brought It in. showing a I'usted ruined 
fir&-arm beur In the mann er desCl'lbed. . 

verell snyS that wh en he got to the While Su lphur Spriugs, atter the 
battle ot Dr'oop Mountain , he recovered th e wounded he had left there at 
the battle ot Rock y Gap, 01' the btHUe of Dry Creel\. But he did not get 
oue of his men buck without a protest . The soldie rs stopped a t one hOuse 
where there we.g a convalscent soldi er boy. and they were confronted by 
a beautiful red hended g irl , and she sa id . "You can't have t hat soldJer. He 
is mine. I ca ptured him, and nUl'sed him , and mede him well, and he is 
going to stay wi th me. He is mine." 

But they took him a long with th em. 

Captain John K. Thompson , of l\1.e.SOl1 count)' , was a Confederate in 
that aclion on Droop Mountain. H e says that t he fire was the hottest 
there that he ever experienced and he was a soldie r o f long and fi erce 
fighting in the wa r . It was t here that be lost an eye. It seems t hlll 
the bullet came so close to bis face without t ouching him tbat the eye 
was drawn from t he soci{el. Captain Thompson was afterwards Republi­
can State ch ai rman of West Virginia, and one of the leading men of West 

Virginia. 
At the t.ime of the battle, Claiborne McNeil, of Buck eye, a Confederate 

soldier of two years bard figh ting, was a t home on an indefinite leave of 
absence. H earing the battle begin h e climbed to a h eight noor his home, 
Bridgers Notch , and saw th e battle, on one s ide of which was engaged his 
brothers, Captain Jim McNeil, a Confederate officer, and on the other Side, 
his half brother, Alfred McKeever. 

After the batlle, Alfred McKeever Imowing that bis hal f-brother, Cap­
tain Jim McNeil, bad been engaged was filled with apprehension as to his 
safety, and search ed among the Confederate dead and wounded, and then 
pe.ssed by the long line of prisoner s . who were strung out elong the pike. 
Presently he saw tb e Captain and rushed up to him with outstretched 
hand, sayi ng how g lad h e was that he was alive and unhurt. But Captain 
McNeJII was fill ed with the bitterness of defea'. He folded Qis arms and 
thus he spoke: "1 am glad to know, Alfred, that you too are alive and 
well , but Alfred we are not shaking hands today." 

One Confederate veteran In speaking of the dynamic elTect of lear, says 
tbat It is possible In sucb a condition to leap Greenbrier River, wblcb 
would mean perhaps a hundred reet at Its narrowest III ace at the foot Of 
Droop Mounta.ln . Anyway, he MY., that Immediately alter the battle be 
found hImself on the east bank 01 the river with dry leet, and the only 
.. aJ that be can account for It 18 that he lumped the .tream In his re­
treat. 
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•• ~. alit Ill, or I e4. the l l ulHII IIUOII' till! 11 M illY O r.Ju'itJilhf'f 
rrk ' •• t lb. Id ,u,·~.t l .1 hall II MullnlOI1 . Av r~1I wu prOf' eec'lln, 
t" ""uta lb ,'oU lllry elld to do tip hi . work In lid. part or ll il moral 
.Ia.,.rd 'fbi "rlt InLllllutinn lhul lh ll (lI 1II1l 1 IHid Wu the _(lund uf tbe 
• .,od D latth or the , aU, ILL Ih '" road, ru,lIlng, " ' hoy look ed out tuHl the 
.. bol l·Ou.lltry (rOUI I h ere to ltH; IJrld&e Wf'1 bille, 'rhere we r e four 
Co.fed rate .oldler. In unitorm In the hUUllc. J amc. Henry Vrl( • J . " 
Price. J . Wood. Pl lee and Oavld n , Klnn lao ll . "'hey ran In a l outb e rly 
dtreel10n Klunl.o ll (til dOwn lIlid wn a (;a[Hu red aud tent to l)rJlOo . J . 
,,-00(11 .. rice wal Jlurau{'d lO th e tJlK IYCfllHQre that. f LOOd at the mouth of 
J(ee Ruo aud dodged behind lhht, f1 Jld one Union Holdl r came IhaL far 
lod as be came ara uml th e tl'ce, the onrederate shot at h im and ('ut a 
furrow a.cron h i, brow, wh ere upon the Un ion Kold ler went back and 
wood' PrJ 'e elt'aped . J . C. PrIce and J . H. Pri ce took to the river, t he 
rive r being In a BUle of nood . J . H. PrIce: got aC;TOSI and had made good 
bl. esca pe, but J . . Price was &hot In the t h igh and It looked like h e 
IIII,bt drown and J . fl . Price swam baCk to assist him. but befo re he 
could reach the wounded 11l(tn, the Union sold ier t hal had Ored tbe ahol, 
a .. ery pleasant yo ung gen tl ema n from t he Stale of New Yor k, went Int.o 
{be rlv r and brough t out. h18 game. 'Wh ere upon J. C. Prl 'C WaJJ lett at 
bome to recover of a fleah wound and J . H. Pri ce was made a prisoner and 
avent th relt of the pe r-Jod or the war In an Ohio l)rI8On . He we I turned 
out at tb e cessation o r the war, and without a cenl In hi s pocket, and 
-.alked the hundreds or miles home, and that cured hIm of traveling. He 
.-al wont to remark: "A l ways hove a l ill ie money tn your pockel." H is 
Itorlee were the dellght ot: the Children . He had seen much service ; been 
UDdeT tire where "rifle bullet8 tell like big d rops or r atn before a lhunder 
l1oTm", been r:al)tured . and spen t a year In prison. but tt h ad 80 ball­
peaed that during th e whol e pert od he had never been call ed upon to 6re. 
"[0 t he wa.r four year s and n evel' busted a cap." H was a no ed rlfle 
.bot, tOO. He had marched, and coun termarched. and endured all sorta 

of hard.hlp •. bu t It 80 happened that he never was In a flrlng I t,ne, anel 
be did not propo.e to m .. gnlfy hi s scrvlce by Inlimatlon of great slaughter. 

'D 1887, Oen. Av.rell cam e to West Virgin ia and went over th e seene of 
bJ, ""lIvltleo 10 thla an d Randolph coun ty with H . ~' . Cromer. 

Tber. _me 10 be .ome confuolon .s to the road that Col. Moore's men 
tooll In Ibe lIank movement. Some oay tbat he went clear around a nd 
_ !AI lb. Jacox road and from Ihere came Into the pike at Its Junction 
.. "" of Droop mountain, but I think they turned at lbe to p of lb e 
aisstllis IletWMII HIII. boro and Lobelia and caDle along on lh e cr 81 of .. , .... , 

7IIf .s ... of tile CoIlfe4e1'ate ,eDeral conelsled In Invesllng lh. 
-:::::1:1' ...... til. r,\"e1' road wid. open 10 Averell so thaI be could 
• • ....,.. &H _til; bat If h' had tried 10 ao 80 he would 

.... WI ..... throap aad acroae deep r"vlnee, and 

.. ,1.11. ".. tile 1Ie1lhll abon. He pvc battle 


